

Teaching notes
How to use this resource
This resource, Laptop wrap: Creating Digital stories, is designed to support the Laptops for learning (L4L) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the L4L laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

For more detailed support on how to use the DER-NSW laptop software referred to in this resource please visit the TaLe Tools+ site. If you have a Department of Education and Training portal identity go to http://www.tale.edu.au > log in to the Secondary section > Tools+ is a link in the top right of the page. If not, visit the Parents & community section of TaLe and choose the quick link to DER-NSW laptop resources on the right side of the page.
This laptop wrap is designed to help students compose, analyse and evaluate digital stories. It would be appropriate to use with any unit of work related to story telling, short stories or identity. 

This resource is made up of four main sections:

1. Introduction – this is a short outline of the purpose of the resource.
2. Explore – links to stimulus material supporting the tasks.
3. Your tasks – a series of student tasks focusing on using the L4L laptops as a learning tool.
4. Support links – Syllabus links identifies which syllabus is targeted by the resource, the Feedback link allows for teachers and students to provide feedback to the publisher on the effectiveness of the resource, and Teaching notes links to this document.
Features of digital stories

· Typically, a digital story consists of a sequence of still images, accompanied with music and/or voice narration. A digital story usually conveys a message from the point of view of the composer, something that has happened in the composer’s life. 

· A composer of a digital story aims to position the audience to think about a new topic or re-think about a topic in a new or different light.
· Usually there is a ‘hook’, something to captivate the attention of the audience at the beginning of a digital story. The hook may, at first sound like a sweeping statement but in fact, rings true when the full story has been experienced. 
· There is an emotional context, in that the audience can identify with the message in the story in some way.

· Words in a digital story are used economically.

· The narration keeps pace with the images and keeps to the point.

· Music can help to heighten the emotional appeal of a digital story.
Tasks
Task one is designed to help students develop an appreciation of digital stories as a literary form. They should also begin to understand how each element, for example the images, music, script and narration in the digital story, work together to convey meaning. Please encourage students to view a range of digital stories to consolidate their understanding of the digital stories. They have a link to view The Story of shoes. They can also view other digital stories at:
http://www.cli.nsw.edu.au/support_nav/news/digital_story.htm
and

http://www.storycenter.org/index1.html
Students can use the OneNote file included in this laptop wrap to organise their notes about each digital story they view. They should select what they think is the most effective digital story, show it the rest of the class and explain why they think it is the most effective.
Task two is designed to help students understand how the script and narration affect the way in which the message of a digital story is conveyed. By keeping the images and changing the script and narration in the digital story, the students are able to understand how the composer positions the viewer of the digital story. 

In Task three, students create their own digital story. A tutorial for making digital stories is included to help students to get started.  They may also like to enter your story in a digital story competition. The competition is at:

http://www.cli.nsw.edu.au/digitalstory.
Task four is designed to bring students back to the notions of traditional and digital story-telling: the similarities and differences, benefits and disadvantages of the two. The aim here is to have students think about their views and write an argument or discussion response in a blog post. They can choose
· ‘A digital story is a modern approach to telling a simple story, just like our ancestors used to do around the campfire.’ Discuss. (Compose a discussion response.) 

Or

· ‘Digital story-telling is more powerful than traditional story-telling.’ (Compose an argument response.)
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