What is a database? 

A database is a way of organising information. The most useful feature of a database is the ability to search for information using different criteria. For example if you had a database made up of all your family and friends and you entered information on the following topics (fields):

Name, address, telephone number, birthday, hair colour, eye colour. 

You could search for members who have a birthday in April and have blue eyes. The database will search the files using the two fields and quickly give you all members of that group. 

Some terms that you will need to know when using a database are:

	Field

	Store, calculate, and display the data you have entered into a record. Field values can be text, numbers, dates times, pictures, sounds, movies

	Record
	When you enter data into the database you add a new record

	List view
	All records visible

	Form view
	Only one record visible


Finding fossils

The database that you will be using is called Fossils in NSW. It is based on a collection of fossils found in NSW. 

Using a database 

Explore the database to familiarise yourself with its construction.  Then answer the following questions.

1) What are the three fields that you can use to search this  database?

2)  Describe the steps required to search for fossils by a location.

3)  Describe the steps required to search for fossils by type.

4)  Describe the steps required to search for fossils by a time   

period. 

Finding information

Search for and name fossils that you would find in the following categories. 

1) Three fossils that you would find in: 

a) the central west 

b) the far west 

c) Sydney 

2) The names of two fossils that are

a) plants

b) molluscs 

c) land vertebrates 

3) Two fossils that were living in the:

a) Jurassic 

b) Devonian 

c) Cambrian

Task 3 Drawing fossils

Capture an image of a fossil from the following time periods. To do this select the photograph in the database and copy and paste it into the table below.

	Time period
	Age (millions of years)
	Drawing

	Tertiary
	
	

	Cretaceous
	
	

	Devonian
	
	


