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Teaching notes

How to use this resource
This resource, Laptop wrap: Voices of Vietnam, is designed to support the Digital Education Revolution – NSW (DER-NSW) program. The resources and tasks are aimed at supporting student use of the DER-NSW laptops in both online and offline classroom environments.

If you have difficulty viewing this resource on the DER-NSW laptop screens you can switch your web browser to full screen mode. With your web browser open, press F11 to switch between normal and full screen mode.

For more detailed support on how to use the DER-NSW laptop software referred to in this resource please visit the TaLe Tools+ site. If you have a Department of Education and Training portal identity go to www.tale.edu.au > log in to the Secondary section > Tools+ is a link in the top right of the page. If not, visit the Parents & community section of TaLe and choose the quick link to DER-NSW laptop resources on the right side of the page.
Laptop wrap: Voices of Vietnam is intended to encourage students to explore the differing views and opinions of Australians during the Vietnam War. Investigation of primary and secondary sources, through a range of media, provides students with an opportunity to empathise with selected individuals and their experiences of wartime. 

This task illustrates some very different perspectives that were held during the Vietnam War.
Explore  

In this section, students are directed to a Sites2See resource regarding Australia and the Vietnam War. It collects a wide range of material which represents varying points of view regarding Australia’s involvement in the war. Whilst not all sources are used in this Laptop wrap, students may wish to explore the others as they contain valuable information, particularly for the final task. 
Your tasks 
Task 1: Create a mind map
Students view a music video clip of I was only 19, as covered by The Herd. In small groups, they then create a mind map which allows them to link the themes of the song. It would be best to keep the groups small, taking into account resources, time, and student ability.

The recommended software, FreeMind, is preinstalled on the student laptops, but can also be installed onto other machines. You may choose other software to complete this task. For example, Microsoft Word could be an alternative.
Task 2: Record your response
Students view a video clip of a high school student addressing a group of anti-war protestors, sharing her experience as an opponent of the war within her school community. Students then record a video response to the speaker, either in support or otherwise, in order to comment on her experiences and attitudes towards the war, her school and the wider society. 
The recommended software, Adobe Premiere Elements, is preinstalled on the student laptops. It captures audio through the laptop’s inbuilt microphone, and video through the webcam. Minimal editing will need to be done.
The responses of students may be shared and discussion may take place on the differing opinion of students.
Task 3: Design a visual representation
Students are directed to the clip Punch a postie, as seen on the Screen Australia website. Here they will hear the accounts of two soldiers and a mother, who share their opinions of the anti-war movement in Australia during the Vietnam War.
Students create a visual representation based on the accounts of different points of view. This is to encourage students’ creativity and allow them to understand the frustration soldiers were feeling on the front line.
Task 4: Compose a song or poem
Using all the sources accessed through the Sites2See link, students compose their own song or poem in relation to the experience of Australians during the Vietnam War. They may choose to write from any perspective, although depending on the class, you may wish to allocate students a point of view, or create a ‘lottery’ or ‘draft’ to distribute perspectives.

The recommended software, Audacity, is preinstalled on the student laptops. It captures audio through the laptop’s inbuilt microphone. Minimal editing may need to be done, especially if students choose to put their work to music.
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