
Two different standards 
Extract from 'The Chinese Question'
We felt sure that such an enlightened people as the English, after having made war upon us for the 
purpose of opening China to Western enterprise, and of spreading European civilisation in Eastern 
Asia, would eagerly welcome the arrival of some thousands of frugal, laborious, patient, docile, 
and persevering immigrants from the oldest empire in the world.  
Judge, then, of our painful disappointment, our astonishment, and our sorrow at what followed. An 
encampment of Chinese was formed on a newly-found goldfield in the Ovens district, known as the 
Buckland. They were laborious and inoffensive men, who wished to live at peace with their British 
neighbours, and to pursue the avocation as gold miners quietly and orderly, like good citizens and 
law-fearing colonists. But what followed? They were set upon by the other diggers, chased from 
their claims, cruelly beaten and maltreated; their tents plundered and then burnt down. We do not 
think this was doing as you would be done by. 
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