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Symbols in cartoons 

Look at the cartoon about the early settlement of Australia by the British. It features two British 

naval officers in the foreground discussing two Indigenous men in the background. 

 

 

 

 

1. Describe the situation in the cartoon. 

 

2. What is the message in the cartoon? How does the position of the figures and their body 

language help to communicate this message? 

 

3. What symbols and objects have been used by the cartoonist to communicate the message 

about the attitude of the British naval officers to the Indigenous men? 

 

 


